VIRGINIA STATEWIDE FIRE PREVENTION CODE (2000 EDITION) Effective October 1, 2003

Replacement Page with Emergency Regulations Effective July 8, 2004 (Changes to Chapter 8 of the IFC)

Delete Section 501.4. Exception: When the fire official determines through
investigation or testing or reports by a nationally
Add exceptions to Section 503.1 to read: recognized testing agency that specific, required

Exceptions:

1. Fire apparatus access roads shall be permitted to
be provided and maintained in accordance with
written policy that establish fire apparatus
access road requirements and such requirements
shall be identified to the owner or his agent prior
to the building official's approval of the building
permit.

2. On construction and demolition sites fire
apparatus access roads shall be permitted to be
provided and maintained in accordance with
Section 1410.1.

Change Section 508.5.1 to read:

508.5.1. Where required. Fire hydrant systems shall be
located and installed as directed by the fire department.
Fire hydrant systems shall conform to the written
standards of the jurisdiction and the fire department.

IFC CHAPTER 8.
INTERIOR FINISH, DECORATIVE MATERIALS AND
FURNISHINGS.

Change Section 804.1.1 to read:

804.1.1. Restricted occupancies. Natural cut trees shall
be prohibited in Group A, E, I-1, I-2, I-3, I-4, M, R-1, R-2
and R-4 occupancies.

Exceptions:

1. Trees located in areas protected by an
approved automatic sprinkler system
installed in accordance with Section
903.3.1.1 or 903.3.1.2 shall not be
prohibited in Groups A, E, M, R-1 and R-2.

2. Trees shall be permitted within dwelling
units in Group R-2 occupancies.

3. Trees shall be permitted in places of
worship in Group A occupancies.

IFC CHAPTER 9.
FIRE PROTECTION SYSTEMS.

Delete Section 901.4.3.

Change Section 901.6 to read:

901.6. Inspection, testing and maintenance. To the
extent that equipment, systems, devices, and safeguards,
such as fire detection, alarm and extinguishing systems,
which were provided and approved by the building official
when constructed shall be maintained in an operative
condition at all times. And where such equipment,
systems, devices, and safeguards are found not to be in an
operative condition the fire official shall order all such
equipment to be rendered safe in accordance with the
USBC.
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water sprinkler or water-spray  extinguishing
equipment has been identified as failing to perform or
operate through not less than 30 randomly selected
sprinkler heads at four or more building sites
anywhere in the nation, the fire official shall order all
such equipment to be rendered safe.

Change the following definition in Section 902 to read:

Automatic fire-extinguishing system. An approved
system of devices and equipment which automatically
detects a fire and discharges an approved fire-
extinguishing agent onto or in the area of a fire. Such
system shall include an automatic sprinkler system, unless
otherwise expressly stated.

Delete Section 903.1.2.
Change item 1 in Section 906.1 to read:

1. In Group A, B, E, F, H, I, M, R-1, R-4 and S
occupancies.

IFC CHAPTER 14.
FIRE SAFETY DURING CONSTRUCTION AND DEMOLITION.

Change Section 1410.1 to read:

1410.1. Required access. Approved vehicle access for
fire fighting shall be provided to all construction or
demolition sites. Vehicle access shall be provided to
within 100 feet (30,480 mm) of temporary or permanent
fire department connections. Vehicle access shall be
provided by either temporary or permanent roads, capable
of supporting vehicle loading under all weather
conditions. Temporary vehicle access shall be maintained
until permanent fire apparatus access roads are available.

Change Section 1412.4 to read:

1412.4. Water supply. Approved water supply for fire
protection, either temporary or permanent, shall be made
available as soon as combustible material arrives on site.

IFC CHAPTER 22.
SERVICE STATIONS AND REPAIR GARAGES.

Change Section 2206.2.1.1 to read:

2206.2.1.1. Inventory control and leak detection for
underground tanks. Accurate inventory records shall be
maintained on underground fuel storage tanks for
indication of possible leakage from tanks and piping. The
records shall be kept at the premises or made available for
inspection by the fire official within 24 hours of a written
or verbal request and shall include records for each tank.
Where there is more than one system consisting of tanks
serving separate pumps or dispensers for a product, the
inventory record shall be maintained separately for each
tank system.

Owners and operators of underground fuel storage
tanks shall provide release detection for tanks and



